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Media Release 

 

Kotak becomes India’s first custodian to enable FPI registration and 

account opening through Electronic Signatures  

A Breakthrough in Market Digitisation 

 

Mumbai, 6th February 2026: Kotak Mahindra 

Bank (“Kotak”) today announced a landmark 

industry-first achievement: becoming the first 

custodian in India to issue an FPI licence along 

with execution of all account‑opening 

documentation using Electronic Signatures. The 

bank has already issued the first two FPI licences 

based on digitally signed documents, and this 

advancement is fully aligned with SEBI’s 

digital‑transformation agenda under the FPI 

regime. 

 

The launch strengthens Kotak’s commitment to simplifying and accelerating India market 

access through a digital‑first, future‑ready custody and onboarding ecosystem. Eliminating wet 

signatures reduces operational risk and delivers a seamless, modern client experience. The 

move enhances ease of doing business for global investors and supports India’s aspirations 

of becoming a digitised, investment‑friendly market. 

 

Sachin Samant, President, Banking & Financial Institutions Group, Kotak Mahindra Bank said, 

“This milestone reflects our commitment to building a digital, frictionless experience for global 

investors. By becoming the first custodian to operationalise FPI registration and client 

onboarding through Digital Signatures, Kotak is accelerating India’s transition to a modern, 

paperless capital market ecosystem in line with SEBI’s progressive reforms.” 

 

In January 2026, SEBI operationalised a unified workflow that allows Digital Signature 

Certificates and Electronic Signatures to be issued within the Common Application Form 

(CAF) portal for Foreign Portfolio Investors. SEBI’s press release (PR No. 03/2026) highlights 

that DSCs must be issued by Indian certifying authorities compliant with the Information 

Technology Act, 2000. 

 
About Kotak 
Established in 1985, Kotak Mahindra Group is one of India's leading diversified and integrated financial 
services conglomerates, providing a wide range of financial solutions across customer and geographic 
segments. The Group strives to deliver value for its key stakeholders – customers, company, 
colleagues, and the larger community – through an overarching focus on “Doing it Right by the 
Customer”. The Group offers products across banking and lending, capital markets, asset management, 
and protection, enabling it to serve its customers across every spectrum of their financial needs. As on 
31st December, 2025, Kotak Mahindra Bank Ltd has a national footprint of 2,218 branches and 2,749 
ATMs (incl. cash recyclers), and branches in GIFT City and DIFC (Dubai). 
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The pioneering launch sets the 

benchmark for: 

• Digital-first custody and 

onboarding framework 

• Greater ease of doing business 

for global investors 

• Lower operational risk through 

elimination of manual signatures 

• Stronger positioning of India as 

a paperless, investor-friendly 

market 
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